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SAR Application Instructions 


Step #1 
Read all of the Instructions
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SAR Application Instructions 


Step #2 
Fill Out the Top of the Application
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SAR Application Instructions 


Step #3 
Check DAR Registry


Check to see if your Patriot is already on file, it will save 
you a lot of time 


http://services.dar.org/public/dar research/search/



http://services.dar.org/public/dar%20research/search/
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SAR Application Instructions 
Fill in your Ancestor’s last and first name click Search at the bottom of the page
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SAR Application Instructions 
You will be taken to the following page
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SAR Application Instructions 
Scroll down the page and see if anyone has filed an application on your ancestor. Click on the purple 


“D” box beside a name and it will show you the descendants on that application.
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SAR Application Instructions 
Scroll down the page and see if your line is there. If not, go back a page and check the next name. You 


want to find a application with the most information on your direct ancestors.  
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SAR Application Instructions 


Step #4
Fill Out the Lineage Section
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SAR Application Instructions 
Step #5


Fill Out the Back Generation Section
Birth, marriage, death certificates
b/c, m/c, m/l, d/c
• b/c – John Smith
• m/c – John Smith to Jane Doe
Census Records
• 1860 cen. Clayton Co., IA p.193, John 


Smith h/h
Published Records
• “History of Clayton County, Iowa”, 


1882, p691
Court Records
• Place, year, volume, page, person 


name
DAR Record Copy
• DAR RC#809010 – Richard Terrill
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SAR Application Instructions 
Step #6


Fill Out Generation Checklists


• These are checklists you can use to 
keep track of what you need for each 
generation and that you have the info.


• Cut the generation lists apart and clip 
each one to the documents you have 
for each generation.






image13.emf



SAR Application Instructions 
Step #7


If You Ever Feel 
Overwhelmed During 


this Process … 
Your


Chapter Registrar is 
There to Help
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SAR Application Instructions 


• Date of Birth – If not, show proof that the Patriot was living at the time of service


• Date of Death – If not, prove date after the date of service “After 1795 when he signed deed” 


proof needed, copy of deed.


Sources of information as to Revolutionary War service:


• Published Revolutionary records from colonies


• Unpublished records: muster rolls, service records, pension records and payrolls


• Minutes of Town Meetings and similar records of State and County government 


• Account books of State, County and Town Treasurers showing payment for services


• Contemporary newspapers, letters


Patriot Ancestor Proof of Service
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SAR Application Instructions 


• Forms must be typed 
• Applicants must submit original application
• Nothing is attached to the application by staples, clips glue, etc.
• Patriot’s service must be an actual description not just type of service
• Leave all unknown fields blank
• Do not bracket any data field on the application (dates, locations, or names)
• Documentation of applicant’s lineage is required.
• All proof documentation must be cited on the reverse page
• Photocopies of vital records preferred, not certified copies
• Applicant’s signature if over 18, under the parent can sign
• New members : applicant signature plus two sponsors, State Registrar and State Sec.. 


Supplemental application: applicant and State Registrar signatures.
• All known items, including those for non-bloodline parent are required on the application
• Make sure all names, date, places on application agree with documents
• Patriot’s name spelled as on the records of the day. Do not include ranks or titles


Application Do’s and Don’ts
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SAR Application Instructions 


• Applicant’s birth certificate required
• A proof document must include a citation including the original source record that info came from
• All documentation listed on the application must be submitted
• Each piece of documentation must contain the entire image of the document
• All documents must be readable
• Do not put enlargements or superimposed images on the same page
• Do not make any annotations to documents. Only a reference to identify generation by number 


should appear in the margins and the pertinent text underlined in red fine-tip pen or pencil
• Documents should be submitted on standard letter size paper, do not use staples or paper clips
• Do not use highlighters or markers to indicate important text
• Do not submit multiple copies of the same document
• Do not supply redundant information when you have adequate proof 
• Include a narrative describing how multiple documents provide indirect proof of a conclusion
• All published sources must include the page of interest and the title page providing title, author, 


date of publication. Full transcriptions are preferable over abstracts
• Record copies (RC) from DAR and SAR previous applications are required plus the source 


documents if the RC are before Jan 1, 1985.


Application Do’s and Don’ts
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SAR Application Instructions 
Step #8


Send Your Application 
to the 


Chapter Registrar
• Send him your original typed application and copies of all 


documentation 
• The registrar will check your application and all documents 


for accuracy
• If Ok he will print out your application on SAR watermarked 


paper and send it to you for your signature
• If there are questions, he will contact you
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SAR Application Instructions 
Step #9


Your Application 
is OK to Send to


National for Approval
• Send your signed original application back to the Chapter 


Registrar with checks for the Chapter, State and National 
Fees and Dues.


• He will send it to the State Registrar for checking and 
approval


• It will then be sent to National for checking and approval
• Now we wait. It usually takes a couple of months to hear 


back.
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SAR Application Instructions 
Step #10


Congratulations
On Becoming a Member of the


Sons of the American Revolution!








Oregon Sons of 
the American 
Revolution
Lewis & Clark 
Chapter


SAR Application Instructions 
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SAR Application Instructions 


What Your Kit Contains
• SAR Application


• SAR Application Instructions


• SAR Fees Schedule


• SAR Generations Sheet






